
!"#$"%#& '( )*+,-#$.

Preface

!"#$  %  !"#$ %&'
CHAPTER 1 What Is Adoption? Who May Adopt? Who May Be Adopted? 
CHAPTER 2 Whose Rights Must Be Terminated? 

!"#$  % %  $&#(%)"$ %*)  *+  !"#&)$",  #%-.$'
CHAPTER 3 Voluntary Termination of Parental Rights 
CHAPTER 4 Involuntary Termination of Parental Rights: Filing to Default 
CHAPTER 5 Involuntary Termination of Parental Rights: Answer, Setup, and Motions  
 Practice
CHAPTER 6 Involuntary Termination of Parental Rights: Evidence, Trial, and Appeal 
CHAPTER 7 Grounds for All Parties: Part I: Abandonment 
CHAPTER 8 Grounds for All Parties: Part II: /irteen Remaining Grounds 
CHAPTER 9 Grounds Only for Putative Fathers
CHAPTER 10 Best Interest of the Child 
CHAPTER 11 When Termination Is Not Granted or Not an Option

!"#$  % % %  "/*!$ %*)
CHAPTER 12 Adoption Procedure
CHAPTER 13 Stepparent, Relative, and Adult Adoption 
CHAPTER 14 Agency and Department of Children’s Services Adoption 
CHAPTER 15 Child Welfare Issues in Adoption Practice 
CHAPTER 16 Adoption of Children Born Abroad 
CHAPTER 17 Independent Adoption 

!"#$  %0  (%'1&,,")&*2'  % ''2&'
CHAPTER 18 Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children 
CHAPTER 19 Special Parties Pursuant to Federal Law: Indian Child Welfare Act,  
 Special Immigrant Juvenile Status, and Military Parents
CHAPTER 20 Financial Considerations 
CHAPTER 21 Post-Adoption Contact Agreements and Grandparent Visitation 
CHAPTER 22 Con0dential Adoption Records 

Adoption Library Catalog (Adoption Library provided electronically with book purchase)
Index
Acknowledgments
About the Author

DAWNCOPPOCK-FullInterior-Jan16.indd   6DAWNCOPPOCK-FullInterior-Jan16.indd   6 2024-02-02   2:50 PM2024-02-02   2:50 PM



1+23# !( )'4-#4-.

Preface   xxi

!"#$  %  !"#$ %&'    1
CHAPTER 1 What Is Adoption? Who May Adopt? Who May Be Adopted?   3
5. 6751 89 5:!;18!<=   4
>. 67! ?5@ 5:!;1=   7
 A. Residency   8
 B. Standing to File a Termination of Parental Rights or an Adoption   9
 C. Standing of the Other Parent When No Adoption Is Anticipated   13
 D. Physical Custody   15
 E. Home Study   17
 F. Same-Sex Adoptive Couples   21
 G. Discrimination and Adoption   22
). 67! ?5@ >H 5:!;1H:=   24

CHAPTER 2 Whose Rights Must Be Terminated?   25
5. <H)H995I@ ;5I18H.   25
 A. Legal Parent   28
 a. Mothers   29
 b. Legal Fathers   30
 B. Guardians   32
 C. Putative Father   34
 D. Men Who Petition to Establish Parentage   38
 E. Custodians   39
>. J44#K#..+$L ;+$-%#.   41
). 9'$-%4M !N- O+-*#$.: 84"#.-%M+-%'4, 9-$+-#ML, +4P 1''3.   44
 A. Investigation   44
 B. Resistance to Addressing the Rights of Necessary Fathers   46
 C. Early and Conclusive Determination of Parentage   47
 D. Strategy   48
 E. Known Father Who Doesn’t Know about the Child   50
 F. When to Cut Bait in a Newborn Case   51
 G. Known but Dangerous Father   52
 Q. Maternal Deception   52

DAWNCOPPOCK-FullInterior-Jan16.indd   7DAWNCOPPOCK-FullInterior-Jan16.indd   7 2024-02-02   2:50 PM2024-02-02   2:50 PM



!"##"!$  "%  &'%%'((''  )*"#&+"%  ,)-

viii

:. 84K3N.%'4 +4P HRK3N.%'4 '( O+-*#$.: 1''3. +4P ;$'K#..#.   55
 A. Denial of Paternity   56
 B. Rebuttal of Presumption of Parentage   58
 C. Rescinding or Challenging a Voluntary Acknowledgment of Paternity   60
 D. Putative Father Registry   63
 E. Parentage Action   65
 F. Just for Men: How to Be Included    69
H. )'4.-%-N-%'4+3 ;$'-#K-%'4.:  
 S#M+3 ;+$#4-., J4&#P O+-*#$., +4P )*%3P$#4   72

!"#$  % %  $&#(%)"$ %*)  *+  !"#&)$",  #%-.$'    79
CHAPTER 3 Voluntary Termination of Parental Rights   81
5. 678)7 1#$T%4+-%'4 '( ;+$#4-+3 I%M*-. ?H17!: 89 )!IIH)1  
 O!I @!JI )59H=   82
>. 9N$$#4P#$   85
 A. Surrender Form   87
 B. Acceptance   89
 C. Revocation Form   89
 D. Attachments   91
 a. Home Study   91
 b. Social and Medical History Form   93
 E. Other Prehearing Matters   93
 a. Counseling and an Attorney   93
 b. Assistance Understanding   94
 c. Physical Custody   95
 d. Custodial Agency Surrender Consent or Veto   96
 e. Proof of Identi!cation   96
 f. Surrender Hearing   96
 i. OUciant   96
 ii. Venue   97
 iii. Location   97
 iv. Who May Be Present?   99
 F. Timing   100
 a. Surrender before the Child Is Born?   100
 b. Maternal Rest Period   101
 G. Copies   101
 Q. Prior Orders, Pending Matters, and Jurisdiction   102

DAWNCOPPOCK-FullInterior-Jan16.indd   8DAWNCOPPOCK-FullInterior-Jan16.indd   8 2024-02-02   2:50 PM2024-02-02   2:50 PM



&).,'  "/  !"%&'%&(

ix

 V. Surrender Revocation Procedure   103
 AW. Guardianship   108
1#44#..## 9JIIH<:HI )7H)XS891   110
). 84(+4- :$',-'(( +4P 84(+4- 9+(#-L :#"%K#.   114
:. ;+$#4-+3 )'4.#4-   115
 A. Two Types Compared   115
 B. Related Parental Consent   118
 C. Unrelated Parental Consent   119
H. 6+%"#$ '( 84-#$#.-   120
O. !17HI 9151H9’ 1HI?8<518!< ;I!)H:JIH9   121
Y. OI5J:, :JIH99, 5<: >5IY58<8<Y O!I )!<9H<1   123
7. :H)H59H: ;5IH<19   126
8. Z!SJ<15I@ 1HI?8<518!< 67H< <! 5:!;18!< 89 5<18)8;51H:   127

CHAPTER 4 Involuntary Termination of Parental Rights: Filing to Default   128
5. 67! ?5@ 5:!;1 5<: 67! 89 5 <H)H995I@ IH9;!<:H<1 ;5I1@=   129
>. )+.#. <'- -' O%3#   129
). 67HIH=   132
 A. Which Court?   132
 B. Venue   133
 C. Prior Legal Actions Regarding the Child and the Uniform Child  
  Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act   135
 a. Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act   153 
 b. Big Adoption Jurisdiction – Tennessee Subject Matter Jurisdiction   140
 c. Surrenders and Jurisdiction   144
 d. Parentage Actions   145
 e. O"ensive Use of Jurisdiction to Stop Action in Juvenile Court   146
 f. Defending O"ensive Use of Jurisdiction   148
:. 7!6=   149
 A. Termination or Termination and Adoption   149
 B. Termination and Adoption Basic Petition Requirements   151
 C. Putative Father Registry Check   154
 D. Using the Form Pleadings with /is Book   156
 E. Injunctive Relief   158
 F. Determining Grounds   158
 G. You Have a Good Case, so How Hard Will /ey Fight?   160
 Q. Tone and Detail in Petition   161

DAWNCOPPOCK-FullInterior-Jan16.indd   9DAWNCOPPOCK-FullInterior-Jan16.indd   9 2024-02-02   2:50 PM2024-02-02   2:50 PM



!"##"!$  "%  &'%%'((''  )*"#&+"%  ,)-

x

H. 9#$"%K# '( ;$'K#..   162
 A. Personal Service   163
 B. Service by Mail   164
 C. Service by Publication   164
 D. International Service of Process   169
O. :#(+N3- [NPMT#4-   !"#
 A. Process of Obtaining a Default Judgment   169
 B. Relief from a Default Judgment   173

CHAPTER 5 Involuntary Termination of Parental Rights:  
 Answer, Setup, and Motions Practice   175
5. )+.# 9#-N, +4P 84%-%+3 ;$'K#PN$+3 8..N#.   175
 A. Preparing Clients for the Drama   175
 B. Should Petitioners’ Attorney Return Respondent’s Call?   176
 C. Talking with Clients about Talking with Kids about the Case   176
 D. Representing a Parent: How to Begin   177
 a. Filing an Answer   179
 b. Defensive Parentage Actions   180
 E. Action Steps When an Answer Is Filed   181
 F. Dependency and Termination at the Same Time   182
 G. Respondents with Limitations   183
 a. Indigent Respondents   183
 b. Incarcerated Respondents   189
 c. Distant Respondents   191
 d. Non-English Speakers   191
 Q. /e Guardian ad Litem   192
 a. Requirements and Rules   192
 b. Tennessee Supreme Court Rule #$ and Rule #$A   192
 c. Function   194
 d. Lawyers Talking with Young Children (#-%% Years Old)   195
 e. Problem Guardian ad Litem: &e Guardian ad Litem Is AWOL  
  or O" the Wall   197
 f. Guardian ad Litem Fees   198
>. 1I85S ;IH;5I518!<   200
 A. Expedited Trials   200
 B. Trial Planning, Lists, and T-Minus Timeline   201
 C. Standard of Proof and Burden of Proof   204

DAWNCOPPOCK-FullInterior-Jan16.indd   10DAWNCOPPOCK-FullInterior-Jan16.indd   10 2024-02-02   2:50 PM2024-02-02   2:50 PM



&).,'  "/  !"%&'%&(

xi

). ?'-%'4 ,$+K-%K#   209
 A. Motions Generally   209
 B. Visitation Pending Trial   209
 C. Child Support Pending Trial   210
 D. Intervening Petitions for Adoption   211
 E. Transfer and Consolidation of Actions   220
 F. Amending to Add New Grounds or to Correct Errors   221
 G. Amending to Add a New Party   225
 Q. Summary Judgment   225
 V. Participation and Transportation of the Incarcerated   227
 AW. Audio or Video Trial or Witness Participation   227
:. O+K-N+3 )*+4M#. 6*%3# -*# )+.# %. ;#4P%4M   228

CHAPTER 6 Involuntary Termination of Parental Rights:  
 Evidence, Trial, and Appeal   229
5. :%.K'"#$L   229
 A. Approach and Goals   229
 B. Requests for Admission   230
 C. Interrogatories   231
 D. Records Requests and Privileges   232
 a. Records Requests   232
 b. Privileges   233
 E. Depositions   236
 F. Stipulations   238
>. 1$%+3 ;$#,+$+-%'4   239
 A. Selecting and Ordering Evidence and the /eory of the Case   239
 B. Documentary Evidence   240
 a. Documentary Evidence: Authentic and Admissible   240
 b. Department of Children’s Services Records   241
 c. Home Study   242
 d. Government Records   243
 e. Medical Records   243
 f. Evidence of Crimes   243
 g. Evidence of Incarceration   244
 h. Child Support Record   244
 i. Evidence of Parentage Testing   244
 j. Prior Court Orders and Actions   245
 k. Personal Records, Calendars, Phone, and Social Media   246

DAWNCOPPOCK-FullInterior-Jan16.indd   11DAWNCOPPOCK-FullInterior-Jan16.indd   11 2024-02-02   2:50 PM2024-02-02   2:50 PM



!"##"!$  "%  &'%%'((''  )*"#&+"%  ,)-

xii

 l. Other Records: Guardian ad Litem and Court Appointed Special  
  Advocate Records   247
 m. Objections to Documentary Evidence   247
 C. Witnesses   248
 a. Selecting, Securing, and Preparing Witnesses   248
 b. Parties   248
 c. Children   248
 d. Other Lay Witnesses   249
 e. Experts and Professionals as Witnesses   249
 D. Preparing Clients and Other Witnesses for Trial   251
 a. Legal Process   251
 b. Logistics and Stress Management   252
 E. Pretrial Motions   253
 a. Motions for Continuance   253
 b. Motion to Withdraw   254
 c. Request for an Inference   257
 d. No-Show Parent and Giving Up at Trial   257
). 9#--3#T#4- +4P )'4"#$.%'4 '( 84"'3N4-+$L -' Z'3N4-+$L 1#$T%4+-%'4   258
 A. Relative Consent   259
 B. Surrender   259
 C. Denial of Paternity   259
 D. Waiver of Interest   260
:. 1$%+3   260
 A. Trial Notebook   260
 B. Organization and Mechanics   262
H. O%4P%4M. +4P )'4K3N.%'4.   265
O. O%4+3%\%4M -*# 5P',-%'4   268
Y. ;'.--1#$T%4+-%'4 )N.-'PL / YN+$P%+4.*%,   269
7. 5,,#+3   269
 A. Mechanics   270
 B. Scope of Review   272
 C. Standard of Review   274
 D. Appellate Briefs   275
)!;;!)X 8<Z!SJ<15I@ 1HI?8<518!< !O ;5IH<15S I8Y719 )7H)XS891   276

DAWNCOPPOCK-FullInterior-Jan16.indd   12DAWNCOPPOCK-FullInterior-Jan16.indd   12 2024-02-02   2:50 PM2024-02-02   2:50 PM



&).,'  "/  !"%&'%&(

xiii

CHAPTER 7 Grounds for All Parties: Part I: Abandonment   279
5. 84-$'PNK-%'4 -' Y$'N4P.   279
>. 84-$'PNK-%'4 -' 52+4P'4T#4-   283
). Y#4#$+3 52+4P'4T#4-: O+%3N$# -' Z%.%- +4P O+%3N$# -' 9N,,'$-   284
 A. Calculation of Time   285
 a. Determinative Period for Most People   286
 b. Determinative Period for Incarcerated and Recently Incarcerated People   288
 B. Multiple Periods of Abandonment   291
 C. Awareness of Duty   292
 D. Department of Children’s Services Notice   294
 E. Repentance   296
 F. Failure to Support or Visit   297
 G. Token Support and Token Visits   297
 Q. Absence of Willfulness Defense   298
 V. /e Di]erence Between Token and Willful   302
 AW. Token and Willfulness Caselaw   304
 a. Visitation Cases   304
 i. Token Visits   305
 ii. Failure to Visit   306
 b. Support Cases   308
 i. Token Support De0ned   308
 ii. Respondent’s Income and Proof Problems   309
 iii. Support from Others   310
 iv. Cases about Social Security Bene0ts   310
 v. In-Kind Gifts   311
 vi. Tax Refund   312
 vii. Drug Treatment and Drug Use and Support   313
 viii. Voluntary Unemployment   313
 ix. /warted Parent or Justi0able Excuses   314
:. 6+4-'4 :%.$#M+$P ('43L ('$ 84K+$K#$+-#P  
 '$ I#K#4-3L 84K+$K#$+-#P ;#',3#)   319
H. O+%3N$# -' ;$'"%P# + 9N%-+23# 7'T#: 54 52+4P'4T#4- [N.-  
 ('$ )*%3P$#4 533#M#P -' 2# :#,#4P#4- +4P <#M3#K-#P   324
O. ;$#-2%$-* 52+4P'4T#4-   331
Y. 84(+4- :$',-'(( +4P 84(+4- 9+(#-L :#"%K#.   332

DAWNCOPPOCK-FullInterior-Jan16.indd   13DAWNCOPPOCK-FullInterior-Jan16.indd   13 2024-02-02   2:50 PM2024-02-02   2:50 PM



!"##"!$  "%  &'%%'((''  )*"#&+"%  ,)-

xiv

CHAPTER 8 Grounds for All Parties: Part II: /irteen Remaining Grounds   337
5. <!<-)!?;S85<)H 6817 ;HI?5<H<)@ ;S5<   337
>. ;HI9891H<)H !O 17H )!<:818!<9 1751 SH: 1! IH?!Z5S   343
). ?#4-+3 84K'T,#-#4K#: )'4-%4N#P 84+2%3%-L -' ;$'"%P# )+$#   348
:. O+%3N$# -' ?+4%(#.- 52%3%-L +4P 6%33%4M4#.. -' 5..NT# S#M+3,  
 ;*L.%K+3, '$ O%4+4K%+3 I#.,'4.%2%3%-L   351
 A. Willing and Able   352
 B. Substantial Harm   $%&
H. 9HZHIH )78S: 5>J9H   356
 A. Bodily Injury   361
 B. Failure to Protect and Knowing   363
 C. Cognitive or Emotional Harm   367
 D. Conviction for Speci0c Sex Crimes   369
 E. Meth Made in the Home   370
 F. Child Positive for Drugs   371
 G. Child in Proximity to Dangerous Drugs   371
O. 9#R )$%T# )'4"%K-%'4   372
Y. 9#R 1$+((%K^%4M   373
7. 9#R -$+((%K^%4M K'4"%K-%'4. N4P#$ (#P#$+3 3+&  
 +4P -*# 3+&. '( '-*#$ .-+-#.   374
8. I+,# )'4"%K-%'4   375
[. )*%3P 52N.# +4P 9#4-#4K# '( 1&' @#+$.   376
X. 9#4-#4K# '( _` @#+$.   377
S. ?N$P#$ '( !-*#$ ;+$#4-   379
?. 5--#T,-#P ?N$P#$ '( !-*#$ ;+$#4-   380

CHAPTER 9 Grounds Only for Putative Fathers   381
5. <'-%K# '( 533#M#P ;+-#$4%-L   384
>. YN%P#3%4#. 9N,,'$-   385
). I#+.'4+23# Z%.%-.   386
:. 6%33%4M +4P 523#   387
H. 9N2.-+4-%+3 7+$T   389
O. O+%3N$# -' (%3# ;#-%-%'4 -' H.-+23%.* ;+-#$4%-L –  
 6%-*%4 a` :+L. '( <'-%K#   390
Y. O+%3N$# -' (%3# ('$ ;+$#4-+M# '$ ;#-%-%'4 -' 84-#$"#4# –  
 6%-*%4 a` P+L. '( ;N-+-%"# O+-*#$ I#M%.-$L (%3%4M   393
)!;;!)X 1HI?8<518!< !O ;5IH<15S I8Y719 YI!J<:9  
 5<: >H91 8<1HIH91 )7H)XS891   394

DAWNCOPPOCK-FullInterior-Jan16.indd   14DAWNCOPPOCK-FullInterior-Jan16.indd   14 2024-02-02   2:50 PM2024-02-02   2:50 PM



&).,'  "/  !"%&'%&(

xv

CHAPTER 10 Best Interest of the Child   400
5. 9K%#4-%(%K J4P#$,%44%4M. '( 1#44#..##’. >#.- 84-#$#.- O+K-'$.   402
 A. Attachment and Early Life Stress   403
 a. Formation of Attachment   403
 b. Attachment to Nonparents   407
 c. Time and Attachment Formation   407
 d. Early Life Stress   409
 e. Disordered Attachment   411
 f. Network of Attachment Relationships   411
 g. Assessment of Attachment and Caregiving   412
 h. Multiple Placements and Resilience   413
 B. Trauma, Adverse Childhood Experiences, and Generational Trauma   414
 C. Placing Hurt Children in Families   419
 D. Developmental Delays   422
 E. Unique Needs of Traumatized, Drug-Exposed, and Delayed Children   424
 F. A More Responsive System   425
>. !,#$+-%'4+3%\%4M -*# >#.- 84-#$#.- '( + )*%3P   427
 A. /e Best Interest Analysis, Procedure, Standard of Proof, and Burden of Proof   430
 B. Presumption   431
 C. Factors   433
 a. Existing Relationship with the Parent   437
 b. Positive Parent-Child Relationship Cases   438
 c. Negative Parent-Child Relationship Cases   443
 d. Child’s Preference and Child Witnesses   445
 e. No Relationship and Incarcerated Parent Cases   446
 f. A Procedurally Unusual Existing Relationship Case   448
 g. Existing Relationship with Caregivers and Others   452
 h. Stability   455
 i. Safety   457
 j. Fear of Parent or Parent’s Household   459
 k. Parent’s Capacity and Recognition and Ability to Meet the Child’s Needs   461
 l. Parent’s E"orts and Adjustments   466
 m. Urgency   468
 n. Parent’s Mental and Emotional Fitness   469
 o. What Is Not in the Best Interest Factors   469
 p. Atypical Circumstance Cases   473

DAWNCOPPOCK-FullInterior-Jan16.indd   15DAWNCOPPOCK-FullInterior-Jan16.indd   15 2024-02-02   2:50 PM2024-02-02   2:50 PM



!"##"!$  "%  &'%%'((''  )*"#&+"%  ,)-

xvi

). >#.- 84-#$#.- +4P 5P"%.%4M ;+$#4-.   475
:. >#.- 84-#$#.- +. + YN+$P%+4 +P S%-#T   478
H. HR,#$- 1#.-%T'4L '4 >#.- 84-#$#.-   480
O. 1$%+3 '( >#.- 84-#$#.-   482
 A. Best Interest Findings   483
 B. Systemic Justice   484

CHAPTER 11 When Termination Is Not Granted or Not an Option   486
5. I#-N$4 1' ;+$#4-   486
>. 6*' :#K%P#.=   489
). 5,,#+3.   495
:. 5P',-%'4 YN+$P%+4.*%,   495
H. <'4,+$#4-. 5. )N.-'P%+4.   496
O. ;#$T+4#4- YN+$P%+4.*%,   499
Y. I#%4.-+-#T#4- !( ;+$#4-+3 I%M*-.   500
7. ;3+44%4M O'$ <#R- 1%T#   501

!"#$  % % %  "/*!$ %*)    503
CHAPTER 12 Adoption Procedure   505
5. Y#4#$+3 5P',-%'4 ;$'K#PN$#   505
>. I#.%P#4KL   508
). [N$%.P%K-%'4   509
:. Z#4N#   510
#. ;+LT#4- !( HR,#4.#.   511
(. ;#-%-%'4 O'$ 5P',-%'4   512
M. 7'T# 9-NPL I#bN%$#T#4-. – 1L,#. 54P 1%T%4M   515
*. !$P#$ !( I#(#$#4K#   517
%. 9N,#$"%.%'4   518
c. ;N-+-%"# O+-*#$ I#M%.-$L   519
^. YN+$P%+4.*%,   522
3. :%.K3'.N$# !( HR,#4.#.   524
T. O%4+3%\+-%'4   525
4. O%4+3%-L   531
'. ;'.--5P',-%'4 ;#+K# 54P 9+(#-L   533
,. >%$-* )#$-%(%K+-# 54P 9'K%+3 9#KN$%-L )+$P   534
)!;;!)X 8<:H;H<:H<1, 5YH<)@, :)9, 5<: 8<1HI)!J<1I@ 5:!;18!<  
 )7H)XS891 O!I [J:YH9   537

DAWNCOPPOCK-FullInterior-Jan16.indd   16DAWNCOPPOCK-FullInterior-Jan16.indd   16 2024-02-02   2:50 PM2024-02-02   2:50 PM



&).,'  "/  !"%&'%&(

xvii

CHAPTER 13 Stepparent, Relative, and Adult Adoption   541
5. I#3+-%"#. +. )+$#M%"#$.   541
>. ;$'K#PN$# O'$ I#3+-%"# 5P',-%'4   542
). 5PN3- 5P',-%'4   545
:. <+T# )*+4M#. 5. 9N2.-%-N-# O'$ 5P',-%'4   547
)!;;!)X IHS518ZH 5<: 91H;;5IH<1 5:!;18!< )7H)XS891 O!I [J:YH9  
 5<: ;H1818!<HI9’ )!J<9HS   550

CHAPTER 14 Agency and Department of Children’s Services Adoption   553
5. 84-$'PNK-%'4 -' 5M#4KL 5P',-%'4   553
>. :#,+$-T#4- '( )*%3P$#4’. 9#$"%K#. 5P',-%'4 )'T,+$#P  
 &%-* ;$%"+-# 5M#4KL 5P',-%'4   554
). Y3'..+$L '( :#,+$-T#4- '( )*%3P$#4’. 9#$"%K#. 5P',-%'4 6'$P.   556
). S#M+3 ;$'K#..   557
:. 1*# 533-8T,'$-+4- )'N$- ;+K^#-   561
H. 1*# 5--'$4#L-9'K%+3 6'$^#$ I#3+-%'4.*%,   564
O. 9K',# !( I#,$#.#4-+-%'4 84 9-+-#-;+%P )+.#.   565
)!;;!)X 5YH<)@/:)9 5:!;18!< )7H)XS891 O!I ;H1818!<HI9’ )!J<9HS   566

CHAPTER 15 Child Welfare Issues in Adoption Practice   571
5. )*%3P 6#3(+$# ;$'K#..   571
 A. Case Path Overview   571
 B. Bird’s-Eye View of the System   574
 C. Finding a Child Is Dependent and Neglected   575
 D. Placement and Preferences   576
 E. Informal Placements: Relatives and Friends   579
>. O'.-#$ ;+$#4-.’ I%M*-. +4P 5P"'K+KL   580
). 5P',-%'4 '( ('.-#$ K*%3P$#4   585
 A. Connections and Information   585
 B. Adoption Assistance   587
 a. Adoption Assistance: What It Is   587
 b. Special Needs Quali!cation   589
 c. Bene!ts   590
 d. Other Paths to Assistance   592
 e. Appeals and Renewals   593
 C. Adoption Disruption   594

DAWNCOPPOCK-FullInterior-Jan16.indd   17DAWNCOPPOCK-FullInterior-Jan16.indd   17 2024-02-02   2:50 PM2024-02-02   2:50 PM



!"##"!$  "%  &'%%'((''  )*"#&+"%  ,)-

xviii

CHAPTER 16 Adoption of Children Born Abroad   599
5. 8<1HI)!J<1I@ 5:!;18!<   601
>. I#+P',-%'4 54P I#K'M4%-%'4 !( O'$#%M4 5P',-%'4.   603
 A. Readoption   604
 B. Recognition of Foreign Final Decree   605
)!;;!)X 8<1HI)!J<1I@ 5:!;18!< )7H)XS891 O!I ;H1818!<HI9’ )!J<9HS   607
)!;;!)X IH5:!;18!< )7H)XS891 O!I [J:YH9 5<: )!J<9HS   611

CHAPTER 17 Independent Adoption   614
5. 5:!;18!< ;S5<   614
>. )!J<9HS8<Y 5<: >8I17 ;5IH<1 IH;IH9H<1518!<   616
). >8I17 O517HI9   617
:. 9!)85S 5<: ?H:8)5S 7891!I@   618
H. 7H5S17 8<9JI5<)H   619
O. 5<!<@?81@ 5<: !;H<<H99   620
Y. >8I17 1! 9JIIH<:HI   621
7. IH;IH9H<1518!< O!I >8I17 ?!17HI9   622
8. >8I17 ?!17HI’9 511!I<H@’9 IHS518!<978; 1! 5:!;18ZH ;5IH<19   626
[. IH;IH9H<1518!< !O >8I17 O517HI   627
X. 5:!;18ZH ;5IH<19’ 511!I<H@’9 IHS518!<978; 1! >8I17 ;5IH<19   628
S. >8I17 ;5IH<1 Hd;H<9H ;5@?H<19   628
?. 5"'%P%4M )$%T#   629
<. Y'"#$4T#4- !"#$.%M*- '( 5P',-%'4 )'.-   632
)!;;!)X 8<:H;H<:H<1 5:!;18!< )7H)XS891 O!I ;H1818!<HI9’ )!J<9HS   633

!"#$  %0  (%'1&,,")&*2'  % ''2&'    637
CHAPTER 18 Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children   639
5. 84-$'PNK-%'4 +4P Y#4#$+3 5,,3%K+2%3%-L   639
>. 84-#$.-+-# )'T,+K- '4 -*# ;3+K#T#4- '( )*%3P$#4 )'T,3%+4K# –  
 ;$%"+-# 5P',-%'4.   642
). 84-#$.-+-# )'T,+K- '4 -*# ;3+K#T#4- '( )*%3P$#4 )+.#3+& –  
 :#,#4P#4KL )+.#.   645

CHAPTER 19 Special Parties Pursuant to Federal Law: /e Indian Child  
 Welfare Act, Special Immigrant Juvenile Status, and Military Parents   650
5. 1*# 8<:85< )78S: 6HSO5IH 5)1   650
 A. Introduction and Brackeen   650
 B. Other Federal Indian Child Welfare Act Caselaw   654

DAWNCOPPOCK-FullInterior-Jan16.indd   18DAWNCOPPOCK-FullInterior-Jan16.indd   18 2024-02-02   2:50 PM2024-02-02   2:50 PM



&).,'  "/  !"%&'%&(

xix

 C. Indian Child De0ned   656
 D. Application of the Indian Child Welfare Act   659
>. 9,#K%+3 8TT%M$+4- [N"#4%3# 9-+-N.   663
). 9HIZ8)H?H?>HI9 )8Z8S IHS8HO 5)1   666

CHAPTER 20 Financial Considerations   669
5. )78S: 9J;;!I1 !>S8Y518!< O!SS!68<Y 1HI?8<518!<   669
 A. Surrender, Consent, and Involuntary Termination of Parental Rights   669
 B. Waiver of Interest   669
 C. Interruptions of Parental Rights   670
>. OH:HI5S 15d )IH:81 O!I 5:!;18!<9   670
). H?;S!@HI-;I!Z8:H: 5:!;18!< 5998915<)H   672
:. HOOH)19 !O 5:!;18!< !< 8<7HI815<)H   673
 A. Inheritance to and from the Birth Family   673
 B. Inheritance to and from the Adoptive Family   673
H. 9!)85S 9H)JI81@ >H<HO819   675
 A. Bene0ts from Adoptive Parents   675
 B. Social Security Bene0ts on Child’s Own Account   676
 C. Social Security Survivor Bene0ts from Birth Parents   676
O. 7H5S17 8<9JI5<)H   676

CHAPTER 21 Post-Adoption Contact Agreements and Grandparent Visitation   678
5. !,#44#.. +4P ;'.--+P',-%'4 )'4-+K- 5M$##T#4-.   678
>. ?'$+3 ;'.--5P',-%'4 )'4-+K- 5M$##T#4-.   682
). S#M+3 H4('$K#+23# ;'.--5P',-%'4 )'4-+K- 5M$##T#4-.   682
:. J.%4M ;'.--5P',-%'4 )'4-+K- 5M$##T#4-. -' 9#--3# )+.#.  684
H. H4('$K%4M ;'.--5P',-%'4 )'4-+K- 5M$##T#4-.   684
O. !,#4%4M K3'.#P +P',-%'4.   686
Y. Y$+4P,+$#4- +4P 9-#,,+$#4- Z%.%-+-%'4 +4P 5P',-%'4   687

CHAPTER 22 Con0dential Adoption Records   690
5. 1*# 7%.-'$L '( 5KK#.. -' 5P',-%'4 I#K'$P. %4 1#44#..##   692
>. I#K'$P. ;$%'$ -' ?+$K* _e, _fg_, +4P -*# 1#44#..## )*%3P$#4’.  
 7'T# 9'K%#-L   694
). 5M#4KL’. ;'.--5P',-%'4 J.# '( I#K'$P.   694
:. <'4%P#4-%(L%4M 84('$T+-%'4   694
H. J,P+-#P ?#P%K+3 84('$T+-%'4   695

DAWNCOPPOCK-FullInterior-Jan16.indd   19DAWNCOPPOCK-FullInterior-Jan16.indd   19 2024-02-02   2:50 PM2024-02-02   2:50 PM



!"##"!$  "%  &'%%'((''  )*"#&+"%  ,)-

xx

O. 8P#4-%(L%4M 84('$T+-%'4   696
 A. Adopted Person   696
 B. Birth Parent   696
 C. Birth Father   697
 D. Siblings, Children, Grandparents, and Adoptive Parents   697
Y. )'N$- 5K-%'4 -' 5KK#.. )'4(%P#4-%+3 5P',-%'4 I#K'$P.   697
7. I#+33L !S: I#K'$P.   698
8. 1#44#..## 5PT%4%.-$+-%"# ;$'K#..   699
[. 1*# O%4+3 !$P#$ !( 5P',-%'4   699
X. 5KK#.. 1' 84('$T+-%'4 84 84P%+4 )*%3P 6#3(+$# 5K- )+.#.   699
S. I'3# !( 5--'$4#L.   700

Adoption Library Catalog (Adoption Library provided electronically  
 with book purchase)   701
%. )',,'K^ O'$T. S%2$+$L 
%%. 9-+-# O'$T. S%2$+$L 
%%%. 5P',-%'4 I#.'N$K#. +4P 5PP$#.. S%2$+$L 

Index   702
Acknowledgments   713
About the Author   714

DAWNCOPPOCK-FullInterior-Jan16.indd   20DAWNCOPPOCK-FullInterior-Jan16.indd   20 2024-02-02   2:50 PM2024-02-02   2:50 PM


