
Coppock on Tennessee Adoption Law, 8th and Final Edition:  

How to gather information, offer clients good counsel, and how to prepare and try a case 
are all covered. The approach works for new and experienced attorneys and for judges 
too. Coppock on Tennessee Adoption Law remains a valuable reference, but it is also a 
book to read, to gain a deeper understanding and competence in this complex practice.  

You will enjoy the same clear writing you have come to expect, frank acknowledgment of 
the difficult human concerns and ethical issues in this area with practical suggestions, 
and solutions or frank acknowledgment if no good solution is available. 

Ms. Coppock uses statutes, caselaw, procedural rules, ethics rules, sound legal practice, 
and practical experience to direct you around pitfalls and to a successful resolution for 
the families you represent. By offering you a deep understanding of the legal, and social 
science landscape you will be ready to pivot and offer informed advice as the facts 
develop and change, which they always do. You support your clients and Ms. Coppock 
wrote this book to support you.  

At 700+ pages of authored material, it is almost twice as long as the 7th edition even 
without the extensive forms library. The forms too are expanded and now offered 
electronically in a Word format for ease of use. 

New features 

Big statutory changes occurred in 2023. Learn what that means for your cases. 

From who can adopt and who can be adopted to Appeals and access to records. 

Whose rights must be terminated is a long-standing issue of confusion both because the 
law continues to develop and because father’s rights are just complicated. The chapter is 
updated and expanded with direction on not just whose rights must be terminated but 
also more on how adoptive parents can exclude men from the class of included men and 
how men can include themselves to protect their rights. 

The all-new best interest chapter offers not only law, but also the scientific foundation 
needed to present a strong case on this key element of all adoptions and terminations. 

Chapter List 

PART I PARTIES 
CHAPTER 1 What Is Adoption? Who May Adopt? Who May Be Adopted? 
CHAPTER 2 Whose Rights Must Be Terminated? 
 
PART II TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS 
CHAPTER 3 Voluntary Termination of Parental Rights 
CHAPTER 4 Involuntary Termination of Parental Rights: Filing to Default 



CHAPTER 5 Involuntary Termination of Parental Rights: Answer, Setup, and Motions 
Practice 
CHAPTER 6 Involuntary Termination of Parental Rights: Evidence, Trial, and Appeal 
CHAPTER 7 Grounds for All Parties: Part I: Abandonment 
CHAPTER 8 Grounds for All Parties: Part II: Thirteen Remaining Grounds 
CHAPTER 9 Grounds Only for Putative Fathers 
CHAPTER 10 Best Interest of the Child 
CHAPTER 11 When Termination Is Not Granted or Not an Option 
 
PART III ADOPTION 
CHAPTER 12 Adoption Procedure 
CHAPTER 13 Stepparent, Relative, and Adult Adoption 
CHAPTER 14 Agency and Department of Children’s Services Adoption 
CHAPTER 15 Child Welfare Issues in Adoption Practice 
CHAPTER 16 Adoption of Children Born Abroad 
CHAPTER 17 Independent Adoption 
 
PART IV MISCELLANEOUS ISSUES 
CHAPTER 18 Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children 
CHAPTER 19 Special Parties Pursuant to Federal Law: Indian Child Welfare Act, 
Special Immigrant Juvenile Status, and Military Parents 
CHAPTER 20 Financial Considerations 
CHAPTER 21 Post-Adoption Contact Agreements and Grandparent Visitation 
CHAPTER 22 Confidential Adoption Records 
 

Pre-Order Now  

The 8th Edition is expected to ship in March of 2024. With your order, you will receive by 
email the new and entirely updated checklist of grounds for termination of parental rights 
that adoption lawyers put in a page protector at their right hand. When your book ships, 
your digital link will contain the entire Adoption Library, which includes the Coppock 
Adoption Forms Library, commonly used state-promulgated forms, and the Adoption 
Resources Library. Coppock Forms are provided in Word format for easy case 
customization and use. 

Terms & Conditions –Copyright Protection 

Coppock on Tennessee Adoption Law and The Adoption Library forms, checklists, and 
charts, created by Dawn Coppock, d/b/a Good Law, are the intellectual property of Dawn 
Coppock and are protected by copyright. All rights are reserved.  

When you order Coppock on Tennessee Adoption Law, 8th Edition you will be sent a book 
and emailed an access code to download the Adoption Library using a digital link 
provided. Sharing work or access to work protected by copyright without permission of 
the author is an infringement of Ms. Coppock’s exclusive rights. All purchasers agree to 



limit their use of downloaded forms and materials only within their own practice.  The 
download code will be valid only for a specified time period and only for a specific number 
of downloads. If the download code appears to be misused it will be deactivated.   

Your access code and Ms. Coppock’s original forms may contain user-specific coding 
and monitoring of downloads by access code.  Copyright infringement is theft and creates 
liability for statutory damages. Ms. Coppock is trying to help you in your practice and 
requests that you respect her intellectual property. Please direct colleagues seeking 
access to one or more of the forms in the forms library to order their own copy of the book 
and the Adoption Library material.  Thank you for your professional courtesy. 

Refund Policy  

Full refunds of pre-orders are available until the book is shipped or the Adoption Library 
link has been sent via email.   
 
Once the publication is shipped or the Adoption Library link has been provided, no 
refunds are available.  

 


